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EDITOR S BUBBLES
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Hi everyone

I reckon we’re pretty darn lucky to have some really great diving in this beautiful 
country. I’ve recently returned from a four-month roadtrip around southern 
Australia and was able to dive in four states – South Australia, Tasmania, 
Victoria and New South Wales. The diversity of Australian diving is amazing and 
we have some incredible marine life to see and photograph, some of which is 
found nowhere else in the world. In South Australia I dived Rapid Bay with the 
endemic Leafy seadragons and witnessed the Giant cuttlefish mating aggregation 
at Whyalla. I’ve done both of these sites multiple times but still spent hours 
underwater at each location. In Victoria, I explored Blairgowrie Pier on the 
Mornington Peninsula (see my article in this edition) and dived a couple of the 
deeper wrecks outside of Port Phillip Bay. Tasmanian diving was cold but with 
great visibility and the chance to see Common seadragons (the biggest 
I’ve ever seen!), underwater caves below massive cliffs and a bit of fun 
with the fur seals. In NSW, we dived two of the well-known locations 
– Julian Rocks at Byron Bay and South West Rocks on the mid-north 
coast. Diving Fish Rock Cave at South West Rocks was an absolute 
highlight for me, with three days of awesome diving – great vis, 
dozens and dozens of grey nurse sharks, and a good dive operation. So 
if you’re not inclined to head overseas, check out some of the great 
diving on offer in Oz.

I was also very lucky to squeeze in a last-minute trip to Indonesia 
before I headed back to work - macro photography in Lembeh with 
the Underwater Tribe. It really was nice to be back overseas and 
diving in warm water. The trip was a chance to try a few different 
things while shooting the macro critters found on the mucky slopes 
of the Lembeh Strait. Snoot lighting, continuous coloured lighting, 
backlighting and backgrounds were a few of the techniques we 
played with. 

The past few months also brought the sad news of the passing of 
one of our club’s life members, Jenny Ough. I was on a WAUPS Coral 
Bay trip many years ago with Jen, and I’ll always remember the 
pasta bake she whipped up when it was her turn to cook dinner for 
the group. It may sound like a common recipe, but I’d never heard 
of pasta bake at the time and watched as she took four ingredients 
(whole BBQ chook, pasta, creamy tomato pasta sauce and cheese) 
and turned them into hot, cheesy yumminess, the perfect post-dive meal! 
I always think of Jen when I make pasta bake. We pay tribute to Jen in this 
edition with a few memories and photos from club members. 

While it’s still a bit cold and the weather is a bit unpredictable, spring and 
summer are just around the corner, so use this time to check or service your 
gear (maybe revamp 
your tank, see page 22 
for info) and get ready 
to jump back in soon. 

Tammy
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Leafy seadragon at Rapid Bay, Fur seal at 
Eaglehawk Neck, Common seadragon at 
Bicheno, Grey nurse shark at Fish Rock 
Cave, Giant cuttlefish at Whyalla.
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Seastars, Starfish, Asteroids, Star-shaped Echinoderms – call them what you will, 
are one of the most recognisable and loved of marine creatures. They regularly 
appear in children’s books, toys and in art and design. They evolved many millions 
of moons ago, over 500 million in fact (Cambrian times), then 100-200 million years 
ago (Mesozoic times) they cut loose and spawned multiple new species (gradually of 
course, not all in one hit!). The result is around 1,900 recognised species alive today, 
with approximately 280 species living in Australian seas. Seastars occur in all marine 
habitats from shallow intertidal areas to deep oceans. None are found in fresh water. 
About 72 % live in our shallow waters i.e. less than 30 metres, so there are plenty for 
SCUBA divers to find. 

Seastars or Asteroids are one of five classes of Echinoderms, along with brittle stars, 
feather stars, sea urchins and sea cucumbers (the latter 4 will be described at a later 
date). Echinoderms, being a rather traditional group, have retained 3 features unique 
to their phylum that they haven’t shared with any others. These are a five-fold radial 
symmetry (pentamerism), a water vascular system (like a hydraulic network) and tiny 
pincer-like organs on the body surface (pedicellariae).

Pentamerism. Seastars have a central disc that can be large or small, to which five or 
more arms are attached. A ‘typical’ seastar has a medium sized disc and 5 average 
length arms (see the Multi-pored Seastar, Fromia polypora). Some species have a 
large disc and 5 short arms, more in the guise of a biscuit (check out the Southern 
Biscuit Star, Tosia australis), with the most extreme being the Cushion Seastar, Culcita 
novaeguineae, with arms so short it looks like a ball. Others have 9 – 11 long, slender 
arms (see Southern Eleven-armed Seastar, Coscinasterias muricata) – don’t think this 
species can count.

Water vascular System. The water vascular system is like an internal network of 
hosepipes. A central ring has one branch going down each arm, each of which 
supports multiple small sacs (ampullae) that open to the tube feet underneath. 
The central ring has a branch (stone canal) to the top of the disc with a visible pore 
(madreporite) that acts as a sieve for external seawater to enter and for waste to be 
expelled. The hydrostatic pressure in this system also supports the body, including the 
tube feet.

Stars of       the Sea 
o

Top to bottom: Seriatus Seastar, Goniodiscaster seriatus; Multi-pored Seastar, Fromia 
polypora; Southern Biscuit Star, Tosia australis; Cushion Seastar, Culcita novaeguineae.
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synchronously. The Angular Sand Star, Archaster angulatus, (common under 
Busselton Jetty) is unusual in that the males pile up on top of the females 
with their arms alternating. The female spawns first, followed by the male 
– the procedure is known as pseudo-copulation since there is no physical 
copulation. Most larval seastars spend some time in the plankton before 
settling out. A few species such as the Nesting Biscuit Star, Tosia neossia, 
found in south eastern Australia, are thought to brood their eggs.

Asexual reproduction. Seastars have the unusual ability to regenerate body 
parts after injury. The extreme is regeneration from just part of an arm, such 
as in the Dalmatian Seastar, Linkia multifora. The seastar deliberately stretches 
until an arm breaks off, then after 3-4 weeks the cast off section develops a 
mouth and after another 10 days new arms appear. The parent seastar grows 
a new replacement arm. Other species split themselves in half, then each half 
regenerates an entire body, e.g. Four and Four Seastar, Allostichaster polyplax. 

Predators. Seastars are eaten by a variety of predators including fishes, 
turtles, gastropods, crustaceans and even other echinoderms. Most are well 
camouflaged and inhabit places where there are many crevices, marine plants 
or deep sediments to hide in.

Much of the sea star information here is derived from 
an excellent new book by Loisette Marsh and Jane 
Fromont, called ‘Field Guide to Shallow Water Seastars 
of Australia’, published by the WA Museum in 2020. 
Loisette spent the majority of her career studying 
echinoderms and Jane (a sponge specialist) became 
co-author on this book as Head of Department at the 
WA Museum.

Clockwise top to bottom: Callused Seastar, 
Echinaster callosus, showing papulae; Vermillion 

Seastar, Pentagonaster duebeni, showing 
calcified plates; Angular Sand Star, Astropecten 
angulatus, piled up while spawning; Armoured 

Sand Star, Astropecten armatus, Galapagos; 
Commensal shrimp Periclimemes sorror on 

Linckia laevigata; Granulated Cushion Star, 
Choriaster granulatus; Wilson’s Seastar, Nectria 

wilsoni; Thousand Pored Seastar, Fromia 
millepora; Luzon Seastar, Echinaster luzonicus 

showing two madreporites; Luzon Seastar, 
Echinaster luzonicus, showing arm regeneration.

Pedicellariae. Pedicellariae are pincer-like organs embedded in the 
skin. They are usually small and difficult to see, often thin bivalve, split 
granule, sugar-tong-like or tufted in form. They keep the body clean and 
free of parasites, but are not venomous in seastars (unlike some urchins).

Skeleton. The body has many small calcified hard ‘ossicles’ in the body 
wall that support the body. Connective tissue also adds rigidity to the 
body wall, but when relaxed, allows the body to bend and surround prey. 
The bony ossicles are visible in some species, but are hidden by a thin 
‘skin’ in others.

Locomotion. Seastars use their unique tube feet to steadily glide over the 
seabed. Most species have 2 rows of tube feet on the underside of each 
arm (a few have 4 rows), located in ambulacral grooves. Each tube foot 
is extended when a valve in the ampulla branch closes and the ampulla 
contracts, increasing pressure within the foot causing a ‘stepping’ 
motion. Once the valve opens the pressure decreases and the foot falls 
back. Hundreds of tube feet work in coordinated waves, moving the 
seastar forward. Most seastars have a sucker at the end of each foot that 
allows them to grip the substrate, but those living in sand, such as the 
Southern Sand Star, Luidia australiae, have a pointed tip to enable them 
to move in soft habitats. Slower moving species such as the Blue Seastar, 
Linckia laevigata, only move at around 2.7 metres per hour, whereas the 
Crown of Thorns Seastar, Acanthaster planci, can move up to 20 metres 
per hour!

Feeding. Feeding in most seastars is upside-down, or rather inside-
out! When prey such as encrusting sponges, bryozoans or compound 
ascidians are encountered, the seastar everts the stomach through the 
mouth and surrounds the prey, partially digesting it. Microscopic hair-like 
cilia carry the partially digested food internally to pyloric caeca where 
further digestion and absorption occurs. Undigested food is expelled 
via the dorsal anus. A few species, such as The Southern Eleven-armed 
Seastar and the introduced Northern Pacific Seastar, Asterias amurensis, 
can consume bivalve molluscs by pulling the 2 shells open and inserting 
the stomach through the gap created. Sand-dwelling seastars, however, 
ingest their prey, such as bivalves, gastropods and sea urchins, whole by 
stuffing them into their mouths with their pointed tube feet. They have 
no anus, so undigested particles are expelled via the mouth.

Respiration. Gas exchange is mainly via small balloon-like papulae that 
project out between the bony plates on the upper surface of the seastar. 
Those that have many papulae appear soft and fuzzy, such as the Velvet 
Seastar, Petricia vernicina. In many species they can be hard to see. 

Reproduction. Seastar reproductive organs (gonads) lie in the body cavity 
of the arms and connect up to shared ducts in the angles between the 
arms. Sexes are usually separate and most broadcast eggs and sperm 

Top to bottom: Southern Eleven-armed Seastar, Coscinasterias muricata; Studded Seastar, 
Gomophia gomophia; Southern Sand Star, Luidia australiae, showing pointed tube feet; Blue 
Seastar, Linckia laevigata; Crown-of-Thorns Seastar, Acanthaster planci, showing red papulae 
and white pedicaellariae; Southern Sand Star, Luidia australiae, showing pointed tube feet; 
Necklace Seastar, Fromia monilis; Chocolate Chip Seastar Nidorellia armata, Galapagos; 
Pyramid Seastar, Pharia pyramidata, Galapagos.
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At the beginning of 2023, I made a 
spontaneous decision to drop everything I was 
doing as part of my routine daily life, and with 
the blessing of my family, embark on a solo 
journey, by car, to explore our big beautiful 
state. 

My aim was to travel with no plans, and let 
the open road decide my each and every next 
direction. I hoped to spend as much time as 
possible getting to know the coast and all the 
communities along the way, and creating as 
many opportunities as possible, to practice my 
underwater photography. 

By July, I had covered over fourteen thousand 
kilometres, in many directions, and have 
spent most of the time exploring the North 
West Cape, and Ningaloo reef. I have taken 
thousands of photographs, and hundreds 
of video clips. My SUV has been my home 
during this journey, and I have had to live a 
completely independent and self-sufficient 
way of life, where even the simplest of 
daily tasks, require careful planning and 
organisation.

WA dive trip
							       by Aneta Ward

I have experienced some amazing events during 
these months. During my time in Exmouth, I took 
part in a Whaleshark Swim Volunteer program, 
as well as a Seaslug Census, both of which were 
a great way to connect with like-minded people, 
explore dive sites that were completely new 
to me (including Lighthouse Bay, Bundegi Reef, 
Learmonth Reef, shore dives, as well as a night 
dive at the Navy Pier) and take lots of underwater 
photographs. I was also very fortunate to have 
been out on the ocean during the Hybrid Solar 
Eclipse, where I witnessed the breathtaking 
moment when day turned to night, on a bright 
sunny day, while watching Whalesharks swim by. 

My time exploring the sea, has been peppered 
with numerous highlights, and they have 
all contributed to making my road-trip very 
memorable, and have included unforgettable interactions with 
different types of marine animals, such as Sharks, Turtles, Giant 
Groupers, Seasnakes, Molluscs and Crustaceans, many of which 
I have not seen before. I have also had my first photoshoot with 
a Mermaid (in Coral Bay) and have thus far, spotted over fifty 
different types of Nudibranchs around various parts of the cape. 
It has been extremely enjoyable, practicing my underwater 
photography, with such an abundance of diverse species, and 
picturesque landscapes. 

I have a long way to go before I make my way home, and look 
forward to diving even further North of our state, where I will 
continue to support my travel with relief teaching at the schools 
of towns that I will stop at, including Karratha, Tom Price, and all 
the way up to Broome. I look forward to seeing what the next 
few months bring, and the photographs that I accrue, which will 
further help to etch in my memory, the wonderful journey that I 
have taken in my own state.

Clockwise from top left: Loggerhead turtle, BFG smiling, 
nudibranch at Two Rocks shore dive, Green turtle, 

mermaid Melody at Coral Bay, Aneta on the open road. 
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Remembering Jen

From Isla Cath

First pic is of Jenny photographing a Leafy Seadragon (out of shot).  This 
was in early 2017, on a WAUPS Weekend Trip diving with Craig Lebens. 
Jenny kindly picked me up and we travelled down together in her car. 
Lots of chatter made the trip down go quickly. The weekend included a 
Bremer Canyon boat trip with Jen, myself, Tammy and Leanne, to view 
the orcas and we got lucky, except I was the only one to get violently sea 
sick - Jen’s remark “oh, mate - I was fine up in the bridge”.

Second pic is from 2018, (lady from UWA Underwater Club, myself, Jenny 
and Mel). This was volunteering for the Swan River Cleanup.  We dived 
the Canning and Garret Road bridges and collected waste from the river,  
we received thanks from Swan River Guardians.  I recall Jen going off to 
the cat haven, to do her next bit of volunteering work.

Celebrating the Life of Jennifer Joy “Junior” Ough
12/3/1961 – 29/4/2023

From Patricia Swallow

My story is about Jen’s tradition of opening a bottle of bubbles when 
she reached her next 100 dives.

I was sharing a cabin with her on a Jeff and Dawn Mullins’ dive trip to 
Raja Ampat. She knew she would be passing another 100 dive milestone 
and I was asked if I would mind transporting a bottle of bubbly for her. Of 
course, I said yes and on the evening when the milestone was reached we 
all shared in the celebration. 

And of course, Jen didn’t miss a single dive on that trip, often going on 
the night dive with only the guides for company when the rest of us were 
content to relax at the end of the day.

Another funny memory was only recently, a few of us turned up at 
Woodman Point and Jen realised she had forgotten her fins. Yuri declared 
he was used to diving with one fin after recovering from ankle surgery and the two of 
them shared his fins for the dive. I tried to take a photo, but as I had my macro lens on, 
my workmanship leaves a lot to be desired. I did send it to Jen and she responded “Well at 
least I was in good trim!!! Probably better than when I have 2 on!!! Thanks Pat.”

10
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From Mary Gudgeon

Jenny was one tough lady. A few years ago it became apparent she 
was suffering from cancer. I pulled her aside after a WAUPS meeting 
and told her if there was anything she needed to give me a call. She 
smiled and said “thanks but I’ve got this”. I only heard her complain 
twice during her cancer journey. The first was while she had a 
central line in so she could receive chemotherapy she could not dive. 
The second time was when she lost her hair due to chemo she had 
trouble getting her hood on. So she got a jar of Vaseline and that 
solved the problem. As soon as her doctor mentioned remission she 
packed her bags and headed for Lembeh. You will be missed, Jen. Just 
keep swimming. Jenny and the Lena taken on the 

WAUPS trip February, 2022 by Ross Gudgeon

Congratulations to those who have been 
awarded a Gold award in the first half of 
PIXELS 2023.

Sue Myburgh - January, Black background

Jason Milligan - March, Monochrome

Marjon Phur - May, Creative lighting

Sue Myburgh

Marjon Phur Jason Milligan
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Sea Anemone - these fish can be quite aggressive and 
territorial. Do not be deceived. They can nip!; a Leaf Fish 
or a Leaf Scorpion Fish. Luckily the dive guide pointed this 
out to me. Sharp dangerous spines; a Ribbon Eel, looking 
menacing.

Sharks

Awesome, but there must be something else as well. One 
trick Pony....

From the boat, you follow the dive line over an edge and 
see the walled off region several metres below you. The 
metallic box contains the meat that is used to feed the 
sharks and other fish. When they take food from there, 
there is chaos. Everything erupts. The show is continuous, 
so listen to the dive guides and follow their lead. They 
have long white poles to keep the sharks at bay. You don’t. 
Just go click, click, click, and hope your strobe can keep 
up. And then one glides in front of you and it shocks you a 
little. But keep clicking. There are dive guides behind you 
with long poles... And more glide across your field of view. 
Some come over your head, and that is a little worrying, 
but you are caught up in just the click, click, click. Some 
largish sharks swim towards you.... the dive guide behind 
you wards them off. Getting out; below us was a small area. 
Imagine our surprise when we saw sharks here as well. 
Everyone nervously shuffled along the line, away from the 
unexpected sharks below us. A bit of a scramble... :?) 

	 Diving INTO A destination

Fiji 
			   October 2022
			   by Andrew Marriott

My beloved was doing a cruise that ended in Fiji, and I joined her there 
and had a week of photographic diving on Beqa Island (pronounced 
Bengga). I still had a lot to learn - diving skills and UW photography.

I cracked the 300+ dives whilst there. And new conditions mean that you 
learn things.

Holidaying

Beqa island was good for a holiday.

Beqa Island is a 40+ minute boat ride from 
Pacific Harbour. We were welcomed with 
singing!

The air-conditioned accommodation 
was spacious and well laid out. Bed was 
comfortable and large! But you had to 
pay for Wifi! To get to our hut we went 
through lots of gardens! 
 
The eating hall was open air, catering 
for large groups of diners, and there is a 
largish swimming pool. We did not use it. 
But it adds to the “holiday” nature of the 
resort.

The fire 
dancing 
was very 
impressive. 
Not really my 
cup of tea, but 
very good for 
the people 
there for a 
holiday. 
 
Underwater 
critters

Most dive sites were underwhelming (from a photographer’s point of 
view). Fiji is competing with many wonderful dive sites in South East Asia. 
A few things I photographed: a new Nudibranch, and a common one we 
already knew about; a Freckled Hawkfish, I took a number of images of 
this as I got closer - standard technique. It was happy to stay still until I 
got quite close; this Moray Eel moved as I was looking at its hobbit-hole 
home. It was quite happy coming out and showing this profile, then that 
profile, wide mouth, closed mouth, etc; Clown Fish and their home - a 
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2023 
PrintWest  
Finalist  
images

Amanda Blanksby

Sue Myburgh

Jason Milligan

Ross Gudgeon

Jason Milligan

Congratulations 

To Gary Meredith, Matt Smith and Ross 
Gudgeon who each had an image from the 
2022 PrintWest Top 100 included in this 
year’s WAPF 20 image entry in the Australian 
Interstate Photographic Competition.

WAPF update

16

To Ross Gudgeon, with two images in the 2023 WA Photographic Salon exhibition run by 
the WA Photographic Federation. Ross’ images were in the Open and Animals categories.

Ross Gudgeon

Matt Smith

Gary Meredith
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INTERSTATE TRAVEL LOG

I met up with local diver Marcia, who I’d been 
in touch with over Instagram, and we had two 
very long dives under the pier. They were the 
first of many for me over the coming week. 
And while there are other piers (jetties) to 
dive in the area - including Flinders, Rye and 
Portsea - I really enjoyed diving Blairgowrie 
multiple times so I could get to know the site 
a bit more and take in all it had to offer.

The pier sits within the Blairgowrie Yacht 
Squadron so you’ll need to park in one of the 
nearby carparks and walk in a few hundred 
metres. The lower carpark is a little further 
but flat while the upper carpark is closer but 
requires climbing a flight of steep stairs. The 
pier is close to 300m long with boat lifting 
and mooring, and it’s a popular place for 
fishing too. There’s a dedicated dive platform 
about halfway along (or you can enter via the shore) and divers are asked 
to stay within designated dive zones to avoid boat traffic. The pier has 
pylons and sea walls which are encrusted with invertebrate life and the 
maximum depth is around 7m. If you need air fills or tank/weight hire, 
there’s a few shops nearby that can help you out. 

Marcia said it must be my lucky day as the Giant spider crabs had been 
sighted the previous day and they were about a month early, very lucky 
indeed! So we jumped in with great anticipation of seeing them and we 
weren’t disappointed. There were thousands and thousands of them in just 
a few metres of water, amazing! They amass together in the shallow waters 
of Port Phillip Bay each year to moult, the idea being that if they all pile on 
top of each other and moult simultaneously, an individual crab reduces its 
chance of being eaten when their shells are soft. It was incredible to see so 

Beautiful 
Blairgowrie
		  by Tammy Gibbs

I’d seen the dive site “Blairgowrie Pier” pop up a lot over the years 
and it always looked like a great place to dive. So when I found myself 
south of Melbourne on the Mornington Peninsula on our roadtrip, 
and there was a chance to dive there, of course I jumped in! 

many crabs, especially when they were on the march, eating everything 
and stirring up all the sand. On one dive, I switched on the GoPro and 
swam alongside the mass for more than two and a half minutes, and 
they were still going!

With the crabs comes some larger predators and we saw big sting rays 
and Banjo and Port Jackson sharks, plus diving cormorants looking for 
a meal. 

The pier is also home to quite a few seahorses and we spotted both 
the Pot belly and Short headed seahorses. Marcia spotted a few baby 
seahorses on the surface (not ideal when I had a fish eye lens on my 
camera!) so on subsequent dives, I put my macro lens on and searched 
for them. Sure enough, when you slow down and take a closer look, 
there were lots of them clinging to seaweed and seagrass near the 
surface. With no wind and super flat surface conditions, I also tried to 
get reflections of the babies too. 

There’s lots of other small critters for macro photography including 
triplefins, shrimps, octopus, globefish, and if you’ve got keen eyes, an 
anglerfish or stargazer. 

If you’re heading to Melbourne or the Mornington Peninsula, be sure 
to check out Blairgowrie Pier. There’s lots to see and photograph with 
a macro lens but if the crabs are in town, make sure you chuck on the 
wide angle lens too and be prepared to be amazed. 

Clockwise from top left: Growth on the pier pylons, Giant 
spider crabs, Pot belly seahorse, Triplefin, Shrimp, Short headed 

seahorse, Baby seahorse reflection, Giant spider crabs.
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 the Y
ear

The winner this year, as voted by fellow 

members, is Amanda Blanksby. Congrats!

Big thanks to Blue Fish Photo for once 

again supporting this competition. 

Tammy Gibbs

The Golden Lens 
2023
Congratulations to Gary Browne who was awarded 2nd Place in the Artistic Photography 

Category and 2nd Place in the Influencer Category of the WA Seniors Card photo competition.

WAUPS    pinboard
 
Humour Award

In memory or Wayne Storrie and 

Jenny Ough, the winner this year 

was Mary Gudgeon. Second place 

went to Gary Browne and third 

place to Matt Smith. Well done all!

Thanks to Willyabrup Pottery 

Gallery for donating the beautiful 

prizes again this year
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PARTING SHOT

Baby Needle Cuttlefish (Sepia aculeata) by Yvonne Hoppe

This cute little cephalopod is about 5cm and was spotted during a night dive at Mabul Island, just off the jetty, on 
my recent dive trip to Sipadan Island in Borneo (April 2023). I love the golden colour and it’s tiny little suckers. 

Canon 7D, Canon EF 100mm f/2.8 Macro, Aquatica housing, 1x YS-D2 and 1x YS-D3 strobe
f18, 1/250 sec, ISO100

Pimp your dive tank
			   by Amanda Blanksby and Gary Browne

Let’s get technical

When you first purchase a steel dive tank it looks great with a glossy white 
protective paint coating.  However, after years of use and many rounds 
of cylinder test stamps, lots of rust patches appear.  Paint gets chipped 
off, and stickers that looked good when first put on the tanks become 
scratched and damaged. 

This article presents two methods to give your dive tanks that refresh 
required to ensure longevity.  

Method One – the quick repair method by Amanda, and with minimal 
tools:

1.	 Pop to Bunnings and buy Rust Guard epoxy enamel paint in white 
gloss finish. I bought the spray can version.

2.	 Remove/scrap off all the stickers. Remove any remaining glue using 
methylated spirits and some elbow grease!

3.	 Rub down the rusty areas with sand paper and apply some Ranex 
Rustbuster (a rust converter).  

4.	 Set up a spray tent using old sheets and pegs. Tape around the valve 
to ensure it does not get covered in paint.  

5.	 Spray the coating on and leave to dry.  

A couple of things I did not do:

1.	 Application of a metal primer on areas where rust is evident, prior 
to paint application. After a few dives there is evidence of rust again 
where the cylinder testing stamps are. 

2.	 Not allow enough time for the paint to dry…I did not even give the 
paint 24 hours to dry before I was back in the water. I was careful, 
but the band from the BCD did slightly damage the paint. It is 
recommended to give the paint coating a week to fully dry and 
harden. 

Method Two – premium repair by Gary, with some tools:

1.	 Remove the boot to inspect the base of each cylinder. One had a 
small patch of surface rust which was cleaned up with a wire brush 
attached to an angle grinder.

2.	 Treat the rusted area with rust converter. 

3.	 Attach a stripping disc to the angle grinder which does a great job of 
removing all the paint, nitrox stickers etc down to bare metal, making 
sure to wear eye protection and a respirator to prevent breathing in 
the dust thrown up during the process.

4.	 Once done apply a couple of coats of good quality primer allowing a 
day to dry between each coat

5.	 Finally apply several coats of white gloss enamel, and allow to dry.   

So that’s how you can ‘pimp up your tanks’, but more importantly give 
them a little bit of TLC, and an ideal activity during the winter time, 
allowing plenty of time to let them fully dry.  
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The Western Australia Underwater Photographic Society (WAUPS) is a non-

profit organisation, which was established in January 1984.  

The aims of the Society are:

n
  To promote an improvement of underwater photography amongst its          

members.

n To promote underwater photography in the community.

n To encourage an understanding and preservation of the marine 
environment.

n
 To promote an exchange of skills and ideas from within the society and 

from external bodies.

n To have fun and enjoy socialising, diving and photography.

WAUPS holds monthly meetings which include guest presenters on a range of 

photography and diving topics along with a digital show-and-tell of images from 

members. 

We hold regular competitions including an annual day dive shootout, annual 

open and novice portfolios and image of the year competition, and a range of 

trips and social events during the year including monthly photo dives.

WAUPS members also get membership to the WA Photographic Federation and 

can participate in their events and trips.

Anyone interested in underwater photography is welcome any time including all 

levels of experience.

WAUPS meetings are conducted at 7:30pm  
on the FOURTH TUESDAY of every month.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA UNDERWATER  
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

waupsnews@gmail.com

www.waups.org.au

AUPSW

Find us on Facebook


